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held by lease In the Globe and Blackfriars" play-
houses &; " but uses no expression by which the value
of each of those shares can be ascertained. His books
of account, which he appears to have regularly kept,
and which, he says, will show that his shares yielded
him " a good yearly profit," will probably, if they shall
ever be found, throw much light on our early stage
history.

Thus scanty and meagre were the apparatus and
accommodations of our ancient theatres, on which those
dramas were first exhibited, that have since engaged
the attention of so many learned men, and delighted
so many thousand spectators. Yet even then, we are
told by a writer of that age 6, " dramatick poesy was

'. s See his Will in a subsequent page.

, 6 Sir George Buc. This writer, as I have already observed,
wrote an express treatise concerning the English stage, which was
never printed, and, 1 fear, is now irrecoverably lost. As he was
a friend of Sir Robert Cotton, I hoped to have found the manu-
script in the Cottonian library, but was disappointed. " Of this
art." [the dramatick] says Sir George, e( have written largely
Petrus Victorius, &c. as it were in vaine for me to say any thing
of the art, besides that / have written thereof a particular trea-
tise" The Third University of England, printed originally in
1615, and re-printed at the end of Howe's edition of Stowe's
Annals, folio, 1631, p. 1082. It is singular that a similar work
on the Roman stage, written by Suetonius, (De Spectaculis et
Certaminibus Romanorum,) has'also perished. Some little ac-
count of their scenery, and of the separation of the mimes and
pantomimes from comedies, in which they were originally intro-
duced^ are the only particulars of this treatise that have been pre-
served ; for which we are indebted to Servius, and Diomedes the
grammarian. The latter fragment is curious, as it exhibits an
early proof of that competition and jealousy, which, from the first
rise of the stage' to the present time, has disturbed the peace of
the theatres:

cc Latinse vero comcediae chorum non habent, sed duobtis tan-
turn membris constant, diverbio, et cantieo. Primis autem tem-
poribus, ut assent Tranquillus, omnia quse in scena versanturj in
.comoedia agebantur. Nam Pantomimus et Pithauleset Choraules
in comoedia canebant. Sed quia non poterant otnnia simul apud
omnes artifices pariter excellere, si qui-erant inter actores comos-
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